
Name Date

Subjects and Predicates
A chart to read together and keep.

Every complete sentence has a subject (who or what) and a predicate 
(what the subject does or is). The complete part is all of its words. The 
simple part is its main word.

Complete Subject
all the words that tell who or what

• The curious little fox sniffed the 
tent.

• My friends from camp sent me a 
letter.

Simple Subject
the main noun or pronoun

• The curious little fox sniffed the 
tent.

• My friends from camp sent me a 
letter.

Complete Predicate
the verb and all the words that go with it

• The curious little fox sniffed the 
tent.

• My friends from camp sent me a 
letter.

Simple Predicate
the verb, plus any helping verbs

• The curious little fox sniffed the 
tent.

• The fox was sniffing the tent.

Compound Subject
two or more subjects share one predicate

• Owls and bats hunt at night.
• Mom, Dad, and I cleaned the 

garage.

Compound Predicate
two or more verbs share one subject

• The fox sniffed the tent and 
trotted away.

• We sang, danced, and laughed at 
the party.

Try it

Draw a line between the subject and the predicate: My older cousin and 
I hiked up the steep trail.
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