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Summarize a Story: The Bus Stop Garden

Read the story. Fill in each box. Then write your summary.

The Bus Stop Garden

Every morning, Lucia waited for the school bus next to an empty lot full of weeds and
old cans. “This corner is so gloomy,” she told her neighbor, Mr. Okafor, who waited
there for his own bus to work. Lucia wanted to turn the lot into a garden, but she knew
she could not do it alone. She made a sign-up sheet and slid a copy under every door on
her street. On Saturday, only three people came, and Lucia felt like giving up. Then Mr.
Okafor arrived pushing a wheelbarrow, with two of his grandchildren carrying rakes
behind him. Soon more neighbors wandered over to see what was happening. Together,
they picked up trash, pulled weeds, and planted sunflower seeds along the fence. By the
end of summer, tall yellow sunflowers nodded over the bus stop, and people stopped to
chat there every morning.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Summarize a Story: The Bus Stop Garden

Read the story. Fill in each box. Then write your summary.

The Bus Stop Garden

Every morning, Lucia waited for the school bus next to an empty lot full of weeds and
old cans. “This corner is so gloomy,” she told her neighbor, Mr. Okafor, who waited
there for his own bus to work. Lucia wanted to turn the lot into a garden, but she knew
she could not do it alone. She made a sign-up sheet and slid a copy under every door on
her street. On Saturday, only three people came, and Lucia felt like giving up. Then Mr.
Okafor arrived pushing a wheelbarrow, with two of his grandchildren carrying rakes
behind him. Soon more neighbors wandered over to see what was happening. Together,
they picked up trash, pulled weeds, and planted sunflower seeds along the fence. By the
end of summer, tall yellow sunflowers nodded over the bus stop, and people stopped to
chat there every morning.
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Main character What does she want?

Llucia || toturntheemptylotintoagarden
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What gets in the way? What does she do about it?

_She can’t do it alone, and few come. | | _She asks her neighbors and keeps going.
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How does it end?

_Sunflowers grow, and the bus stop becomes a friendly place.
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Write your summary in two or three sentences.

_Lucia wanted to turn an empty lot by her bus stop into a garden, but

_she could not do it alone. She asked her neighbors, and even though few

__came at first, more joined in. By the end of summer, sunflowers grew there.
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