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How to Summarize
A chart to read together and keep.

A summary tells the most important ideas of a text in a 
few sentences, in your own words. It is much shorter 
than the text.

Summarizing a story
• Who is the main character?
• What does the character want?
• What is the problem?
• How is the problem solved?
• How does it end?

Summarizing nonfiction
• Start with the main idea of the 

whole text.
• Add two or three key details.
• Keep steps or events in order.

Leave these out
• small details, like colors, pet names, 

or numbers that do not matter
• your opinion, like I loved this part
• anything that is not in the text

Summary or retelling?

• A retelling tells almost every event, 
in order, with lots of details.

• A summary tells only the big ideas, 
in just a few sentences.

A summary of a story
Mateo wants to win the kite contest, 
but his kite keeps crashing. His 
grandma helps him add a longer tail, 
and on contest day his kite flies the 
highest.

Check your summary
• Is it short?
• Is it in my own words?
• Would someone who never read the 

text understand the big ideas?

Try it

Summarize a book or movie you know well in one or two sentences.
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