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Choose the Best Summary: Nonfiction
Circle the summary that tells the main idea and the key details.

1

Sea otters spend almost their whole lives in cold ocean water. Unlike seals and 
whales, they have no thick layer of fat to keep them warm. Instead, they have the 
thickest fur of any animal, which traps air and keeps their skin dry. Sea otters also 
eat a huge amount of food every day, which helps their bodies make heat.

Which is the best summary?

a. Sea otters live in the ocean, and I think they are the cutest animals.

b. With no thick fat, sea otters stay warm with thick fur and lots of food.

c. Seals and whales have a thick layer of fat that keeps them warm.

2

Before 1825, moving goods from the Great Lakes to New York City was slow and 
costly. Then the Erie Canal opened. This waterway, dug by workers, stretched 
across New York State from Lake Erie to the Hudson River. Mules walking on paths 
beside the canal pulled boats loaded with grain and lumber. Shipping became much 
faster and cheaper, and towns along the canal grew quickly.

Which is the best summary?

a. Mules walked on paths beside the canal and pulled boats loaded with grain.

b. Before 1825, moving goods to New York City was slow and costly.

c. The Erie Canal made shipping faster and cheaper and helped towns grow.

3

A bean seed may look like a tiny pebble, but a baby plant is waiting inside. In damp 
soil, the seed soaks up water, swells, and splits its hard coat. First, a root pushes 
down into the soil. Then a shoot pushes up toward the light. Once its first leaves 
open, the young plant can use sunlight to make its own food.

Which is the best summary?

a. A soaked bean seed splits open and grows a root, a shoot, and then leaves.

b. A bean seed may look like a tiny pebble, but a baby plant is inside it.

c. Bean seeds grow into plants, and I think beans are the worst vegetable.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Choose the Best Summary: Nonfiction
Circle the summary that tells the main idea and the key details.

1

Sea otters spend almost their whole lives in cold ocean water. Unlike seals and 
whales, they have no thick layer of fat to keep them warm. Instead, they have the 
thickest fur of any animal, which traps air and keeps their skin dry. Sea otters also 
eat a huge amount of food every day, which helps their bodies make heat.

Which is the best summary?

a. Sea otters live in the ocean, and I think they are the cutest animals.

b. With no thick fat, sea otters stay warm with thick fur and lots of food.

c. Seals and whales have a thick layer of fat that keeps them warm.

2

Before 1825, moving goods from the Great Lakes to New York City was slow and 
costly. Then the Erie Canal opened. This waterway, dug by workers, stretched 
across New York State from Lake Erie to the Hudson River. Mules walking on paths 
beside the canal pulled boats loaded with grain and lumber. Shipping became much 
faster and cheaper, and towns along the canal grew quickly.

Which is the best summary?

a. Mules walked on paths beside the canal and pulled boats loaded with grain.

b. Before 1825, moving goods to New York City was slow and costly.

c. The Erie Canal made shipping faster and cheaper and helped towns grow.

3

A bean seed may look like a tiny pebble, but a baby plant is waiting inside. In damp 
soil, the seed soaks up water, swells, and splits its hard coat. First, a root pushes 
down into the soil. Then a shoot pushes up toward the light. Once its first leaves 
open, the young plant can use sunlight to make its own food.

Which is the best summary?

a. A soaked bean seed splits open and grows a root, a shoot, and then leaves.

b. A bean seed may look like a tiny pebble, but a baby plant is inside it.

c. Bean seeds grow into plants, and I think beans are the worst vegetable.
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