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Choose the Best Summary: Stories

Circle the summary that tells the main events, with no opinions.
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Priya practiced her piano piece every day for the spring recital, but she kept
stumbling on one hard part. Her teacher showed her how to practice that part
slowly, one hand at a time. She practiced until her fingers knew it by heart. At the
recital, her hands shook a little, but she played the whole piece without a mistake.

Which is the best summary?

a. Priya’s teacher showed her how to practice with one hand at a time.
b. Priya played at a recital, and I think piano is the hardest instrument.
c. Priya practiced a hard part slowly and then played her recital piece perfectly.

A young fox found a field of ripe berries. He stuffed himself until his belly ached
and then fell asleep in the sun. While he slept, a family of rabbits gathered the rest
of the berries and carried them to their burrow. The next day, the fox was hungry
again, but the bushes were bare. The rabbits, who had saved their berries, had
plenty to eat.

Which is the best summary?

a. The fox went hungry because he saved no berries, but the rabbits had food.
b. A fox found a field of ripe berries and fell asleep in the warm sun.
c. A family of rabbits carried berries to their burrow while a fox slept.

Rosa’s class wanted to plant a garden, but the only empty spot at school was hard,
rocky dirt. The class wrote to the principal asking for wooden boxes to fill with soil.
On a Saturday, parents built six boxes, and the students filled them and planted
seeds. By June, the boxes were full of beans, lettuce, and peppers.

Which is the best summary?

a. Rosa’s class planted a garden, and gardening is the best hobby in the world.
b. With only rocky dirt, Rosa’s class asked for boxes and grew vegetables.
c. On a Saturday, parents built six wooden boxes for the class garden.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Choose the Best Summary: Stories

Circle the summary that tells the main events, with no opinions.

Priya practiced her piano piece every day for the spring recital, but she kept

@ stumbling on one hard part. Her teacher showed her how to practice that part
slowly, one hand at a time. She practiced until her fingers knew it by heart. At the
recital, her hands shook a little, but she played the whole piece without a mistake.

Which is the best summary?

a. Priya’s teacher showed her how to practice with one hand at a time.
b. Priya played at a recital, and I think piano is the hardest instrument.
(c. Priya practiced a hard part slowly and then played her recital piece perfectly.)

A young fox found a field of ripe berries. He stuffed himself until his belly ached
and then fell asleep in the sun. While he slept, a family of rabbits gathered the rest

@ of the berries and carried them to their burrow. The next day, the fox was hungry
again, but the bushes were bare. The rabbits, who had saved their berries, had
plenty to eat.

Which is the best summary?

(a. The fox went hungry because he saved no berries, but the rabbits had food. )
b. A fox found a field of ripe berries and fell asleep in the warm sun.
c. A family of rabbits carried berries to their burrow while a fox slept.

Rosa’s class wanted to plant a garden, but the only empty spot at school was hard,

@ rocky dirt. The class wrote to the principal asking for wooden boxes to fill with soil.
On a Saturday, parents built six boxes, and the students filled them and planted
seeds. By June, the boxes were full of beans, lettuce, and peppers.

Which is the best summary?

a. Rosa’s class planted a garden, and gardening is the best hobby in the world.
(b. With only rocky dirt, Rosa’s class asked for boxes and grew vegetables. )
c. On a Saturday, parents built six wooden boxes for the class garden.
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