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Summarize in One Sentence
Read each text. In one sentence, tell who or what it is about and the most important 
thing that happens or that you learn.

1

Kai’s old bike was too small, so he decided to earn money for a new one. All 
summer, he walked his neighbors’ dogs and sold lemonade. He kept every dollar in a 
jar. In August, he finally had enough, and he rode his new bike to the park that 
same day.

2
Hummingbirds are the only birds that can fly backward. Their wings beat so fast 
that they hum. All that flapping takes a lot of energy, so hummingbirds sip nectar 
and catch tiny insects many times a day.

3

Mei and her best friend, Hana, both wanted to be soccer captain. When the coach 
picked Hana, Mei was jealous and would not talk to her. Then Mei saw how hard 
Hana worked to help every player. At the next practice, Mei told Hana she was a 
great captain.

4
Emperor penguins raise their chicks in one of the coldest places on Earth. The 
father holds the egg on his feet under a warm flap of skin. For about two months, he 
stands in the icy wind and eats nothing, while the mother hunts at sea.
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Written answers are examples.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Summarize in One Sentence
Read each text. In one sentence, tell who or what it is about and the most important 
thing that happens or that you learn.

1

Kai’s old bike was too small, so he decided to earn money for a new one. All 
summer, he walked his neighbors’ dogs and sold lemonade. He kept every dollar in a 
jar. In August, he finally had enough, and he rode his new bike to the park that 
same day.

Kai walked dogs and sold lemonade all summer to earn enough money for a

new bike.

2
Hummingbirds are the only birds that can fly backward. Their wings beat so fast 
that they hum. All that flapping takes a lot of energy, so hummingbirds sip nectar 
and catch tiny insects many times a day.

Hummingbirds are amazing fliers, and their fast wings use so much energy

that they must eat many times a day.

3

Mei and her best friend, Hana, both wanted to be soccer captain. When the coach 
picked Hana, Mei was jealous and would not talk to her. Then Mei saw how hard 
Hana worked to help every player. At the next practice, Mei told Hana she was a 
great captain.

Mei was jealous when her friend Hana became captain, but she saw Hana

was a good leader and made up with her.

4
Emperor penguins raise their chicks in one of the coldest places on Earth. The 
father holds the egg on his feet under a warm flap of skin. For about two months, he 
stands in the icy wind and eats nothing, while the mother hunts at sea.

Emperor penguin fathers keep their eggs warm on their feet for about two

months without eating while the mothers hunt.
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