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Keepers of the Light
Read the text. Think about which ideas are the most important. Level 2 · 423 words

1 For hundreds of years, sailors have watched for a bright light flashing across the dark 
water. That light came from a lighthouse, a tall tower with a powerful lamp at the top. 
Lighthouses stand on rocky points, islands, and harbor entrances. They warn ships about 
dangerous rocks and shallow water, and they help sailors figure out where they are. 
Before ships had modern tools to find their way, lighthouses saved countless lives.

2 Long ago, a lighthouse could not run by itself. It needed a keeper. Before electric lights, 
the light came from lamps that burned oil. Every evening before sunset, the keeper 
carried heavy cans of oil up the winding stairs of the tower and lit the lamps. All night 
long, the keeper checked the flames. If a light went out, a ship could crash.

3 The work did not stop in the morning. Burning oil left black soot on the glass, so the 
keeper scrubbed the windows and the lamps every day. Keepers also trimmed the burned 
ends of the lamp wicks so the flames would stay bright and clean. Because of this job, 
some people called lighthouse keepers “wickies.” Keepers painted the tower, fixed 
broken parts, and wrote in a logbook about the weather and the ships that passed.

4 Many lighthouses used a special lens made of rings of glass. The lens bent the light from 
the lamp into a strong beam that sailors could see from many miles away. Each 
lighthouse had its own pattern of flashes, so sailors could tell one lighthouse from 
another, even in the dark. On foggy nights, when the light was hard to see, keepers 
sounded a loud horn or rang a bell.

5 Lighthouse keepers often lived at the lighthouse with their families. Some lived on tiny 
islands far from any town. Children helped with chores, and supplies came by boat. 
Some children rowed across the water to get to school, and others had lessons at home. 
In stormy weather, a family might not see another person for weeks. When a keeper 
grew sick or old, a husband, wife, son, or daughter often took over the job. Many women 
became lighthouse keepers this way.

6 Today, almost all lighthouses run on their own. Electric lights turn on automatically 
when the sky grows dark, and ships use computers and satellites to find their way. Many 
old lighthouses are now museums, and volunteers help take care of them. Visitors can 
climb the stairs, look out over the water, and imagine the long nights when keepers kept 
the lights burning.
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Keepers of the Light: Questions
Look back at the text to check your answers.

1 What is the main idea of the whole text?

a. Some lighthouse families lived on tiny islands far from any town.

b. Lighthouse keepers worked hard to keep lights burning that kept ships safe.

c. Old lighthouses are fun places to visit and climb on a summer day.

2 Which sentence is the best summary of paragraph 3?

a. People called keepers “wickies” because they trimmed lamp wicks.

b. Burning oil left black soot on the windows and on the lamps.

c. Keepers cleaned, trimmed wicks, made repairs, and kept a logbook every day.

3 Which detail is too small to belong in a summary of the whole text?

a. Keepers carried oil cans up winding stairs.

b. Lighthouses warned ships about danger.

c. Most lighthouses now run by themselves.

4 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “black dust left by smoke or fire.”

5 Lighthouse keepers only worked at night. true false

6 Summarize the whole text in two or three sentences. Use the main idea and key 
details, not small details.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Keepers of the Light: Questions
Look back at the text to check your answers.

1 What is the main idea of the whole text?

a. Some lighthouse families lived on tiny islands far from any town.

b. Lighthouse keepers worked hard to keep lights burning that kept ships safe.

c. Old lighthouses are fun places to visit and climb on a summer day.

2 Which sentence is the best summary of paragraph 3?

a. People called keepers “wickies” because they trimmed lamp wicks.

b. Burning oil left black soot on the windows and on the lamps.

c. Keepers cleaned, trimmed wicks, made repairs, and kept a logbook every day.

3 Which detail is too small to belong in a summary of the whole text?

a. Keepers carried oil cans up winding stairs.

b. Lighthouses warned ships about danger.

c. Most lighthouses now run by themselves.

4 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “black dust left by smoke or fire.”

soot

5 Lighthouse keepers only worked at night. true false

6 Summarize the whole text in two or three sentences. Use the main idea and key 
details, not small details.

Lighthouses warn ships about danger. Long ago, keepers worked day and night

to keep the lights burning and clean, and they often lived there with their

families. Today, most lighthouses run on their own.
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