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Summary or Retelling?
Does each sentence describe a summary or a retelling? Circle one.

A retelling tells almost everything that happens, in order, with many details. 
A summary tells only the most important parts in a few sentences, in your 
own words.

1 It tells what the characters ate for breakfast. summary retelling

2 It is only a few sentences long. summary retelling

3 It tells only the main problem and how it is solved. summary retelling

4 It tells almost every event, one after another. summary retelling

5 It leaves out details that do not change the story. summary retelling

6

First, Amara got to school and hung up her green coat. Then she looked in her 
backpack for her library book, but it was gone. She looked under her desk and 
behind the bookshelf. At recess, her friend Theo helped her search the 
playground. Next, they checked the lost-and-found box, but the book was not 
there. After lunch, Amara’s little brother, Kofi, came to her classroom holding 
the book. He had packed it in his own bag by mistake. Amara hugged him and 
returned the book on time.

Is this a summary or a retelling?

a. a summary

b. a retelling

7 Turn the writing in number 6 into a summary of one or two sentences.
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Summary or Retelling?
Does each sentence describe a summary or a retelling? Circle one.

A retelling tells almost everything that happens, in order, with many details. 
A summary tells only the most important parts in a few sentences, in your 
own words.

1 It tells what the characters ate for breakfast. summary retelling

2 It is only a few sentences long. summary retelling

3 It tells only the main problem and how it is solved. summary retelling

4 It tells almost every event, one after another. summary retelling

5 It leaves out details that do not change the story. summary retelling

6

First, Amara got to school and hung up her green coat. Then she looked in her 
backpack for her library book, but it was gone. She looked under her desk and 
behind the bookshelf. At recess, her friend Theo helped her search the 
playground. Next, they checked the lost-and-found box, but the book was not 
there. After lunch, Amara’s little brother, Kofi, came to her classroom holding 
the book. He had packed it in his own bag by mistake. Amara hugged him and 
returned the book on time.

Is this a summary or a retelling?

a. a summary

b. a retelling

7 Turn the writing in number 6 into a summary of one or two sentences.

Amara could not find her library book, so she searched the school with her

friend. Her little brother had packed it by mistake, and she returned it on time.
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