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Text Structures
A chart to read together and keep.

Text structure is the way an author organizes the ideas in a 
text. Knowing the structure helps you understand and 
remember what you read.

Description

• Tells what something is like: its 
parts, features, and examples.

• Signal words: for example, such 
as, also, in addition

Sequence

• Tells events or steps in time order.
• Signal words: first, next, then, 

finally, before, after, and dates

Compare and Contrast

• Tells how two or more things are 
alike and different.

• Signal words: both, alike, 
however, unlike, on the other 
hand

Cause and Effect

• Tells why something happens (the 
cause) and what happens (the 
effect).

• Signal words: because, so, as a 
result, therefore, due to

Problem and Solution

• Tells about a problem and one or 
more ways to solve it.

• Signal words: problem, solve, 
solution, to fix this

How to Find It

• Look for signal words.
• Ask: How are the ideas connected?
• Read the headings. Each section 

can have its own structure.

Try it

Which structure? Both owls and hawks hunt with sharp claws, but 
owls hunt at night.
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