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Bats in Five Structures
Read the text. Each paragraph uses a different structure. Level 2 · 421 words

1 Bats are the only mammals in the world that can truly fly. Like other mammals, they 
have fur, and mothers feed their babies milk. A bat’s wing is made of thin, stretchy skin. 
The skin is stretched over very long finger bones, and it reaches from the bat’s arm down 
to its back leg. Most bats eat insects, but some eat fruit or sip nectar from flowers. 
There are more than 1,000 different kinds of bats, and they live on every continent 
except Antarctica. For example, some are small enough to sit on your thumb, while 
others have wings wider than your arms can reach.

2 Many bats hunt insects at night by listening to echoes. First, the bat flies along and 
makes very high squeaks. Most of these sounds are too high for people to hear. Next, the 
sound waves hit a moth or another insect and bounce back as echoes. Then the bat 
listens to the echoes to tell where the insect is and which way it is flying. Finally, the bat 
swoops in and snatches its meal out of the air. This way of finding things with sound is 
called echolocation.

3 Bats and birds are both animals that fly, and both use wings to do it. However, their 
wings are very different. A bird’s wings are covered with feathers, while a bat’s wings 
are made of skin. Birds hatch from eggs. Unlike birds, bats are born alive, and they drink 
their mothers’ milk. Many birds are busy during the day, but most bats are active at 
night. Even so, both bats and birds help plants by spreading their seeds.

4 A hungry bat can eat a huge number of insects in just a single night. Because bats eat so 
many insects, fewer insects are left to munch on farmers’ crops. As a result, crops grow 
better, and farmers do not need to spray as much bug spray on their fields. In this way, 
bats help both farmers and the people who eat the food they grow.

5 Bats need safe places to rest during the day, such as caves, hollow trees, and old barns. 
The problem is that many of these places are disappearing. Old trees are cut down, and 
old buildings are torn down. People are working to solve this problem. Some families 
build bat houses, which are wooden boxes with narrow openings, and hang them high on 
poles. In some caves, people put up special gates that let bats fly in and out but keep 
people from bothering them.
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Name Date

Bats in Five Structures: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Which text structure does paragraph 1 use?

a. sequence b. description c. problem and solution

2 Which text structure does paragraph 2 use?

a. sequence b. compare and contrast c. cause and effect

3 Using paragraph 2, number the steps of echolocation in order.

The sound waves bounce off an insect.

The bat swoops in and catches the insect.

The bat makes very high squeaks.

The bat listens to the echoes.

4 Paragraph 3 compares and contrasts. Which detail tells a difference?

a. Both can fly. b. Both have wings. c. Bat wings are skin.

5 In paragraph 4, what is one effect of bats eating so many insects?

a. Bats rest in barns. b. Crops grow better. c. Bats squeak.

6 Paragraph 5 uses a problem and solution structure. What is the problem? Name one 
solution.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Bats in Five Structures: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Which text structure does paragraph 1 use?

a. sequence b. description c. problem and solution

2 Which text structure does paragraph 2 use?

a. sequence b. compare and contrast c. cause and effect

3 Using paragraph 2, number the steps of echolocation in order.

2 The sound waves bounce off an insect.

4 The bat swoops in and catches the insect.

1 The bat makes very high squeaks.

3 The bat listens to the echoes.

4 Paragraph 3 compares and contrasts. Which detail tells a difference?

a. Both can fly. b. Both have wings. c. Bat wings are skin.

5 In paragraph 4, what is one effect of bats eating so many insects?

a. Bats rest in barns. b. Crops grow better. c. Bats squeak.

6 Paragraph 5 uses a problem and solution structure. What is the problem? Name one 
solution.

Bats are losing safe places to rest because old trees and buildings are being

removed. One solution is building bat houses.
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