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Cause and Effect: Fall Leaves

Read the text. Fill in each cause and its effect.
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Why Leaves Change Color

Leaves are green because they are full of chlorophyll, which helps the leaf use
sunlight to make food for the tree. In the fall, the days get shorter and cooler.
Because there is less sunlight, many trees stop making chlorophyll. As a result, the
green color fades away. Then yellow and orange colors that were hiding in the leaf
all summer can finally be seen. Soon the leaves dry out and drop, so the bare tree
can rest through the winter.
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Cause and Effect: Fall Leaves

Read the text. Fill in each cause and its effect.

Why Leaves Change Color

Leaves are green because they are full of chlorophyll, which helps the leaf use
sunlight to make food for the tree. In the fall, the days get shorter and cooler.
Because there is less sunlight, many trees stop making chlorophyll. As a result, the
green color fades away. Then yellow and orange colors that were hiding in the leaf
all summer can finally be seen. Soon the leaves dry out and drop, so the bare tree

can rest through the winter.
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