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Description: The Saguaro Cactus

Read the text. Fill in the topic and four details that describe it.

The Saguaro Cactus

The saguaro is a giant cactus that grows in the Sonoran Desert of the southwestern
United States and Mexico. It grows very slowly, but it can become more than 40 feet
tall. Its thick green stem has folds, or pleats, that let it swell up and store water
after a rain. Sharp spines cover the stem and protect it from animals. In late spring,
white flowers bloom at the tips of its stem and arms. Birds such as woodpeckers also
make their nests in holes they peck into the trunk.
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Description: The Saguaro Cactus

Read the text. Fill in the topic and four details that describe it.

The Saguaro Cactus

The saguaro is a giant cactus that grows in the Sonoran Desert of the southwestern
United States and Mexico. It grows very slowly, but it can become more than 40 feet
tall. Its thick green stem has folds, or pleats, that let it swell up and store water
after a rain. Sharp spines cover the stem and protect it from animals. In late spring,
white flowers bloom at the tips of its stem and arms. Birds such as woodpeckers also
make their nests in holes they peck into the trunk.
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