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Problem and Solution: Bald Eagles
Read the text. Fill in the problem, the solutions, and the result.

Saving the Bald Eagle
The bald eagle is a symbol of the United States. But by the middle of the 1900s, bald 
eagles were in trouble. A bug spray called DDT washed into lakes and rivers and got into 
the fish that eagles eat. The DDT made the eagles’ eggshells so thin that they cracked 
before the chicks could hatch. To solve this problem, the United States banned the use 
of DDT in 1972. Laws also protected eagles and the tall trees where they build their 
nests. By 2007, there were so many bald eagles that they were taken off the list of 
endangered and threatened animals.

Problem Why it happened

Solution 1 Solution 2

Result
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Problem and Solution: Bald Eagles
Read the text. Fill in the problem, the solutions, and the result.

Saving the Bald Eagle
The bald eagle is a symbol of the United States. But by the middle of the 1900s, bald 
eagles were in trouble. A bug spray called DDT washed into lakes and rivers and got into 
the fish that eagles eat. The DDT made the eagles’ eggshells so thin that they cracked 
before the chicks could hatch. To solve this problem, the United States banned the use 
of DDT in 1972. Laws also protected eagles and the tall trees where they build their 
nests. By 2007, there were so many bald eagles that they were taken off the list of 
endangered and threatened animals.

Problem

Bald eagles were dying out.

Why it happened

DDT made their eggshells so thin

that they cracked.

Solution 1

The United States banned DDT in

1972.

Solution 2

Laws protected eagles and their

nesting trees.

Result

Eagles came back and were taken off the endangered list by 2007.
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