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One Topic, Five Structures

Read how one topic can be written five ways.
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Here are five paragraphs about sea turtles. The bold signal words

show how each one is organized.
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Description

Sea turtles are large reptiles that live in warm oceans. Their shells are smooth
and flat, and their front legs are long, strong flippers. They also have beak-like
mouths with no teeth. Different sea turtles eat different foods. For example, the
green sea turtle munches on sea grass.

Sequence

A mother sea turtle crawls onto a sandy beach at night. First, she digs a deep hole
with her back flippers. Next, she lays dozens of eggs inside it. Then she covers the
eggs with sand and returns to the sea. About two months later, the babies hatch
and dig their way out.

Compare and Contrast

Sea turtles and tortoises are both reptiles with shells. However, sea turtles spend
almost their whole lives in the ocean, while tortoises live only on land. Sea turtles
have flat flippers for swimming. Unlike sea turtles, tortoises have thick, sturdy
legs for walking.

Cause and Effect

Baby sea turtles hatch at night and crawl toward the brightest sky they see. On a
dark beach, the sky over the ocean is brightest, so they head to the water. Bright
lights from nearby buildings can confuse them. As a result, some babies crawl the
wrong way.

Problem and Solution

Plastic trash is a big problem for sea turtles. A floating plastic bag can look like a
jellyfish, a favorite food of some sea turtles. People are working to solve this
problem. Volunteers clean up beaches, and many families carry cloth bags instead
of plastic ones.
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