
Name Date

Sequence: How Paper Is Recycled
Read the text. Write the steps in order.

How Paper Is Recycled
Recycling gives old paper a new life. First, people put used paper in recycling 
bins, and trucks take it to a recycling center. Next, workers sort the paper into 
different kinds. Then the paper goes to a paper mill, where it is mixed with water 
and chopped into a soupy mush called pulp. After that, the pulp is cleaned to 
remove ink, staples, and bits of plastic. Finally, the clean pulp is spread out, 
pressed flat by rollers, and dried into big rolls of new paper.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Step 4 Step 5

Signal words I found in the text
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Sequence: How Paper Is Recycled
Read the text. Write the steps in order.

How Paper Is Recycled
Recycling gives old paper a new life. First, people put used paper in recycling 
bins, and trucks take it to a recycling center. Next, workers sort the paper into 
different kinds. Then the paper goes to a paper mill, where it is mixed with water 
and chopped into a soupy mush called pulp. After that, the pulp is cleaned to 
remove ink, staples, and bits of plastic. Finally, the clean pulp is spread out, 
pressed flat by rollers, and dried into big rolls of new paper.

Step 1

People put used

paper in bins, and

trucks take it

away.

Step 2

Workers sort the

paper into kinds.

Step 3

The paper is mixed

with water and

chopped into pulp.

Step 4

The pulp is cleaned to remove ink

and staples.

Step 5

The pulp is pressed flat and dried

into new paper.

Signal words I found in the text

first, next, then, after that, finally
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