Name Date

Three Types of Rocks

Geologists sort rocks into three groups by how they formed.

Igneous

Forms when melted rock (magma or lava) cools and hardens.
granite, obsidian, pumice, basalt

Sedimentary

Forms when layers of sand, mud, pebbles or shells are pressed and cemented

together. It can hold fossils.
sandstone, limestone, shale, conglomerate
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Metamorphic

Forms when heat and pressure underground change a rock without melting it.
marble, slate, gneiss, quartzite

Rocks and minerals
Rocks are made of minerals. Granite, for example, is a mix of the minerals

quartz, feldspar and mica.
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