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Waves on the Move
A toy duck floats on a pond. A wave passes under it from left to right.

As the wave passes, the duck bobs up on each crest and down in each trough. When the 
wave has gone by, the duck is almost back where it started. The wave carried energy 
across the pond, but the water itself did not travel along with it.

1. As a wave passes, the duck mostly moves …

up and down far across the pond not at all

2. What does a wave carry from place to place?

water energy ducks

3. A bigger wave comes. The duck will bob …

lower the same higher

4. A loud drum makes a window rattle. How is this like the duck on the pond?

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

Waves on the Move
Answers from the model.

As the wave passes, the duck bobs up on each crest and down in each trough. When the 
wave has gone by, the duck is almost back where it started. The wave carried energy 
across the pond, but the water itself did not travel along with it.

1. As a wave passes, the duck mostly moves …

up and down far across the pond not at all

2. What does a wave carry from place to place?

water energy ducks

3. A bigger wave comes. The duck will bob …

lower the same higher

4. A loud drum makes a window rattle. How is this like the duck on the pond?

Both are waves carrying energy that moves an object. The sound wave 
makes the window vibrate like the water wave moves the duck.
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