
Name Date

The 13 Colonies by Region
By 1732 there were 13 English colonies along the Atlantic coast. Geography and climate 
shaped how people lived and worked in each region.

region colonies land and climate how people made a living

New England
New Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut

rocky soil, forests, 
long cold winters

fishing, whaling, shipbuilding, 
lumber, small farms

Middle
New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Delaware

rich soil, milder 
winters, wide rivers

wheat and grain farms, trade, crafts

Southern
Maryland, Virginia, 

North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia

rich soil, hot 
summers, long 
growing season

plantations of tobacco, rice and 
indigo worked by enslaved people

1. Which region was called the “breadbasket” because of its grain?

2. In which region was Georgia?

3. Why did New Englanders fish and build ships?

rocky soil made farming hard, and forests and the sea were close

they had no trees the winters were warm

4. How did the climate of the Southern colonies lead to plantations and slavery?

The last colony, Georgia, was founded in 1732.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The 13 Colonies by Region
Answers from the chart.

region colonies land and climate how people made a living

New England
New Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut

rocky soil, forests, 
long cold winters

fishing, whaling, shipbuilding, 
lumber, small farms

Middle
New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Delaware

rich soil, milder 
winters, wide rivers

wheat and grain farms, trade, crafts

Southern
Maryland, Virginia, 

North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia

rich soil, hot 
summers, long 
growing season

plantations of tobacco, rice and 
indigo worked by enslaved people

1. Which region was called the “breadbasket” because of its grain? Middle

2. In which region was Georgia? Southern

3. Why did New Englanders fish and build ships?

rocky soil made farming hard, and forests and the sea were close

they had no trees the winters were warm

4. How did the climate of the Southern colonies lead to plantations and slavery?

The long, warm growing season was good for big cash crops like tobacco 
and rice. Plantation owners forced enslaved Africans to do the work.

The last colony, Georgia, was founded in 1732.
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