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Fighting for Freedom
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Whose Liberty?
Patriots said they were fighting for liberty, yet about one of every five people in 
the colonies was enslaved. Black Americans, free and enslaved, had to decide 
which side offered them the best chance at freedom.

In 1775 the British governor of Virginia promised freedom to enslaved men who 
escaped and joined the British army. Thousands ran to British lines. Later, many 
left with the British at the end of the war.

Other Black Americans fought for independence. Historians estimate that at 
least 5,000 served in the Continental Army and navy, often side by side with 
white soldiers. Some enslaved men were promised freedom for serving. James 
Armistead, an enslaved man in Virginia, spied on the British and helped win the 
victory at Yorktown. Afterward he still had to ask Virginia's lawmakers for his 
freedom, which he won in 1787.

After the war, several Northern states began to end slavery. In the South, 
slavery continued and grew.

1. What did the British governor of Virginia promise in 1775?

land freedom for enslaved men who joined the British money

2. At least how many Black Americans served in the Continental forces?

50 5,000 500,000

3. What did James Armistead do?

spied on the British wrote Common Sense led the navy

4. Why might the word “liberty” have meant something different to an enslaved 
person than to a Patriot leader?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Fighting for Freedom
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Whose Liberty?
Patriots said they were fighting for liberty, yet about one of every five people in 
the colonies was enslaved. Black Americans, free and enslaved, had to decide 
which side offered them the best chance at freedom.

In 1775 the British governor of Virginia promised freedom to enslaved men who 
escaped and joined the British army. Thousands ran to British lines. Later, many 
left with the British at the end of the war.

Other Black Americans fought for independence. Historians estimate that at 
least 5,000 served in the Continental Army and navy, often side by side with 
white soldiers. Some enslaved men were promised freedom for serving. James 
Armistead, an enslaved man in Virginia, spied on the British and helped win the 
victory at Yorktown. Afterward he still had to ask Virginia's lawmakers for his 
freedom, which he won in 1787.

After the war, several Northern states began to end slavery. In the South, 
slavery continued and grew.

1. What did the British governor of Virginia promise in 1775?

land freedom for enslaved men who joined the British money

2. At least how many Black Americans served in the Continental forces?

50 5,000 500,000

3. What did James Armistead do?

spied on the British wrote Common Sense led the navy

4. Why might the word “liberty” have meant something different to an enslaved 
person than to a Patriot leader?

A Patriot leader meant freedom from British rule; an enslaved person was 
not free at all, so liberty meant freedom from slavery.
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