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Equal? Then and Now
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Promise Not Yet Kept
The Declaration says “all men are created equal” and have the right to liberty. 
In 1776 those words did not apply to everyone. About one in five people in the 
colonies was enslaved. Thomas Jefferson, who wrote the words, enslaved more 
than 600 people during his life.

In almost every colony, women could not vote or hold office. Abigail Adams 
wrote to her husband John in 1776, asking Congress to “remember the ladies.” 
The Declaration even used an insulting name for Native peoples.

Later Americans held the nation to its own words. In 1852 Frederick Douglass, 
who had escaped slavery, asked what the Fourth of July meant to an enslaved 
person. Slavery was ended by the 13th Amendment in 1865. Women won the 
right to vote across the nation with the 19th Amendment in 1920.

Many people say the Declaration made a promise that the country has worked, 
and is still working, to keep.

1. In 1776, who could not vote? women only kings no one

2. Which amendment ended slavery?

the 19th the 1st the 13th

3. What did Abigail Adams ask?

to end the war for Congress to “remember the ladies” to move the capital

4. Why might people call the Declaration “a promise”? Use details.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Equal? Then and Now
Answers with evidence from the passage.

A Promise Not Yet Kept
The Declaration says “all men are created equal” and have the right to liberty. 
In 1776 those words did not apply to everyone. About one in five people in the 
colonies was enslaved. Thomas Jefferson, who wrote the words, enslaved more 
than 600 people during his life.

In almost every colony, women could not vote or hold office. Abigail Adams 
wrote to her husband John in 1776, asking Congress to “remember the ladies.” 
The Declaration even used an insulting name for Native peoples.

Later Americans held the nation to its own words. In 1852 Frederick Douglass, 
who had escaped slavery, asked what the Fourth of July meant to an enslaved 
person. Slavery was ended by the 13th Amendment in 1865. Women won the 
right to vote across the nation with the 19th Amendment in 1920.

Many people say the Declaration made a promise that the country has worked, 
and is still working, to keep.

1. In 1776, who could not vote? women only kings no one

2. Which amendment ended slavery?

the 19th the 1st the 13th

3. What did Abigail Adams ask?

to end the war for Congress to “remember the ladies” to move the capital

4. Why might people call the Declaration “a promise”? Use details.

It said all people are equal and have rights, but in 1776 enslaved people 
and women did not have those rights. Later Americans fought to make the 
words true for everyone.
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