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Parts of an Argument
Use every part to convince your reader.

Argumentative writing tries to convince a reader to agree with a 
claim. It backs up the claim with reasons and evidence. The examples 
below come from one argument about bike racks.

Claim
the point you want readers to accept

Our school should add ten more bike 
racks.

Reasons
why the reader should agree

• More students could ride to school.
• Bikes would stop blocking the 

sidewalk.

Evidence
facts and examples that prove a reason

On Monday, we counted 32 bikes 
locked to a rack built for 16.

Counterclaim and response
the other side, and your answer

Racks cost too much. However, 
parents have offered to pay half.

Linking words
connect claims, reasons, and evidence

consequently · specifically · 
for example · however · in addition

Conclusion
restate the claim and call for action

More racks mean more riders and 
safer sidewalks. Let’s build them 
before spring!

Audience
know who you are convincing

Writing to the principal? Choose 
reasons a principal cares about, like 
safety.

Persuasion
also speaks to feelings and values

Picture a sidewalk with no tangled 
bikes. Sign our letter today!
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