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Find the Counterclaim
Find the counterclaim for each claim. Then write your own.

A counterclaim is what someone on the other side might say. It disagrees with 
the claim. A reason that supports the claim is not a counterclaim.

Claim: Our town should build a dog park. Counterclaim: Neighbors may worry about 
barking.

1 Claim: Every fifth grader should learn to swim. Which sentence is a counterclaim?

a. Swimming is a skill that can help keep people of all ages safe around water.

b. Some families live far from a pool, so lessons could be hard to get to.

c. Many pools have a deep end and a shallow end for different swimmers.

2
Claim: Our school should switch to a four-day week. Which sentence is a 
counterclaim?

a. Longer school days could leave young students too tired to learn.

b. A three-day weekend would give families more time to spend together.

c. Our school day starts at 8:15, and the buses arrive around 8:00.

3
Claim: Our class should put on a play for families this spring. Which sentence is a 
counterclaim?

a. A play would let every student practice speaking clearly in front of a big crowd.

b. Plays are usually performed on a stage, often with costumes and lights.

c. Rehearsing a play could take time away from other lessons the class needs.

Write a counterclaim for each claim.

4 Claim: Our town should build a public swimming pool. Write a counterclaim.

5
Claim: Fifth graders should have a class job, like line leader or plant waterer. Write a 
counterclaim.
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Written answers are examples.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Find the Counterclaim
Find the counterclaim for each claim. Then write your own.

A counterclaim is what someone on the other side might say. It disagrees with 
the claim. A reason that supports the claim is not a counterclaim.

Claim: Our town should build a dog park. Counterclaim: Neighbors may worry about 
barking.

1 Claim: Every fifth grader should learn to swim. Which sentence is a counterclaim?

a. Swimming is a skill that can help keep people of all ages safe around water.

b. Some families live far from a pool, so lessons could be hard to get to.

c. Many pools have a deep end and a shallow end for different swimmers.

2
Claim: Our school should switch to a four-day week. Which sentence is a 
counterclaim?

a. Longer school days could leave young students too tired to learn.

b. A three-day weekend would give families more time to spend together.

c. Our school day starts at 8:15, and the buses arrive around 8:00.

3
Claim: Our class should put on a play for families this spring. Which sentence is a 
counterclaim?

a. A play would let every student practice speaking clearly in front of a big crowd.

b. Plays are usually performed on a stage, often with costumes and lights.

c. Rehearsing a play could take time away from other lessons the class needs.

Write a counterclaim for each claim.

4 Claim: Our town should build a public swimming pool. Write a counterclaim.

A pool would cost a lot of money to build and to keep clean and safe.

5
Claim: Fifth graders should have a class job, like line leader or plant waterer. Write a 
counterclaim.

Class jobs could take time away from lessons, and some jobs might not seem fair.
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