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Model Argumentative Essay
Read this argumentative essay. Look for each part. Level 2 · 446 words

1 Behind our school, next to the parking lot, is a rectangle of patchy grass that nobody uses. 
Most days, its only visitors are a few pigeons and a soccer ball that rolled too far. I think 
that empty space could become one of the best classrooms in the building. Our school 
should turn the unused lot into a student garden, because a garden would help us learn 
science and encourage us to eat healthier food.

2 First, a garden would let us learn science with our hands, not just our eyes. In fifth grade, 
we study how plants make their own food. Specifically, we learn that plants use energy from 
sunlight to turn water and carbon dioxide from the air into sugar. Reading about this is 
useful, but watching it happen is better. In a garden, we could measure how fast bean 
plants grow in sun and in shade, test different amounts of water, and record our results in 
science notebooks. Last spring, my class grew sunflowers in paper cups on the windowsill. 
Every morning, kids rushed to the window to measure them. Imagine what we could learn 
from a whole garden.

3 In addition, a garden would encourage students to eat more fruits and vegetables. These 
foods give our bodies vitamins and fiber that help us grow and stay healthy. Kids are often 
more willing to taste a vegetable they grew themselves. When our class grew lettuce in a 
tray last year, almost everyone tried the salad we made, even kids who said they hated 
salad. Our cafeteria manager, Ms. Okafor, has said she would serve garden vegetables at 
lunch on harvest days. Consequently, a garden could change what hundreds of students put 
on their plates.

4 Some people argue that a garden would cost too much money and take too much time, 
especially during summer vacation. This is a fair concern. However, a garden does not have 
to be expensive. Seeds cost only a few dollars a packet, and the town garden club has 
offered to donate soil and tools. As for summer, families could sign up to water the garden 
for one week each, the way they already take turns caring for our class pets. With a simple 
plan, the work would be shared by many people instead of a few.

5 A garden would turn a forgotten patch of grass into a place where we learn, eat well, and 
work together. It would teach us science in a way no textbook can and help us make 
healthier choices every day. I hope our principal and parent group will vote yes on the 
garden. If they do, I will be the first one there with a shovel.

everyworksheet.com



Name Date

Model Argumentative Essay: Questions
Answer the questions about the parts of the argument.

1 What is the writer’s claim?

a. Plants use energy from sunlight to turn water and air into sugar.

b. Our school should turn the unused lot into a student garden.

c. Families should take turns caring for class pets.

2 Which piece of evidence supports the reason in paragraph 2?

a. The class measured sunflowers growing in cups on the windowsill.

b. Ms. Okafor would serve garden vegetables at lunch on harvest days.

c. The town garden club offered to donate soil and garden tools.

3 Find the linking word in paragraph 3 that shows a result.

4 Quote the sentence in paragraph 4 that states the counterclaim.

5 In paragraph 4, the writer admits that the counterclaim is a fair 
concern.

true false

6 Which reason do you think is stronger? Explain, using one detail from the essay.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Model Argumentative Essay: Questions
Answer the questions about the parts of the argument.

1 What is the writer’s claim?

a. Plants use energy from sunlight to turn water and air into sugar.

b. Our school should turn the unused lot into a student garden.

c. Families should take turns caring for class pets.

2 Which piece of evidence supports the reason in paragraph 2?

a. The class measured sunflowers growing in cups on the windowsill.

b. Ms. Okafor would serve garden vegetables at lunch on harvest days.

c. The town garden club offered to donate soil and garden tools.

3 Find the linking word in paragraph 3 that shows a result.

Consequently

4 Quote the sentence in paragraph 4 that states the counterclaim.

“Some people argue that a garden would cost too much money and take too much

time, especially during summer vacation.”

5 In paragraph 4, the writer admits that the counterclaim is a fair 
concern.

true false

6 Which reason do you think is stronger? Explain, using one detail from the essay.

The healthy-food reason is stronger, because almost everyone in the class tried

the lettuce salad, even kids who said they hated salad.
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