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Respond to a Counterclaim
Choose the strongest response. Then write your own.

A strong response answers the counterclaim respectfully with a reason or 
evidence. Then it shows why your claim still holds. It never insults the other side.

1
Claim: Our class should adopt a class pet. Counterclaim: Someone must care for a pet 
on weekends and holidays. Which is the strongest response?

a. That is a silly worry, and nobody in our class should listen to it at all.

b. You are right, so we should give up and forget about having a class pet.

c.
Families could sign up to take the pet home on weekends, so no one does all the 
work.

2
Claim: Our library should stay open later on school nights. Counterclaim: Extra hours 
would cost more money. Which is the strongest response?

a. Volunteers from the high school could help cover some of the extra hours.

b. Libraries have books about many subjects, such as space, history, and art.

c. Money is boring to talk about, so it should not matter to anyone here.

3
Claim: Students should have ten minutes of free reading every morning. Counterclaim: 
Some students do not enjoy reading. Which is the strongest response?

a. Students who do not enjoy reading are wrong, and they should just try harder.

b.
Students could choose any book, comic, or magazine, so everyone finds 
something.

c.
Free reading could happen in the morning, at lunch, right after recess, or at the 
end of the day.

Write a response to each counterclaim.

4
Claim: Students should choose the topic of one class project each term. Counterclaim: 
Students might pick topics that are too easy. Write a response.

5
Claim: Our school should hold one class outdoors every week. Counterclaim: Bad 
weather could ruin outdoor lessons. Write a response.
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Written answers are examples.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Respond to a Counterclaim
Choose the strongest response. Then write your own.

A strong response answers the counterclaim respectfully with a reason or 
evidence. Then it shows why your claim still holds. It never insults the other side.

1
Claim: Our class should adopt a class pet. Counterclaim: Someone must care for a pet 
on weekends and holidays. Which is the strongest response?

a. That is a silly worry, and nobody in our class should listen to it at all.

b. You are right, so we should give up and forget about having a class pet.

c.
Families could sign up to take the pet home on weekends, so no one does all the 
work.

2
Claim: Our library should stay open later on school nights. Counterclaim: Extra hours 
would cost more money. Which is the strongest response?

a. Volunteers from the high school could help cover some of the extra hours.

b. Libraries have books about many subjects, such as space, history, and art.

c. Money is boring to talk about, so it should not matter to anyone here.

3
Claim: Students should have ten minutes of free reading every morning. Counterclaim: 
Some students do not enjoy reading. Which is the strongest response?

a. Students who do not enjoy reading are wrong, and they should just try harder.

b.
Students could choose any book, comic, or magazine, so everyone finds 
something.

c.
Free reading could happen in the morning, at lunch, right after recess, or at the 
end of the day.

Write a response to each counterclaim.

4
Claim: Students should choose the topic of one class project each term. Counterclaim: 
Students might pick topics that are too easy. Write a response.

The teacher could approve each topic first, so every project is still a challenge.

5
Claim: Our school should hold one class outdoors every week. Counterclaim: Bad 
weather could ruin outdoor lessons. Write a response.

On rainy days, the class could stay inside and go outdoors on the next dry day instead.
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