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The Bill of Rights
The first ten amendments to the Constitution were added in 1791 to protect people's 
rights from the government.

1st Amendment
Freedom of religion, speech and the 

press, the right to gather peacefully and 
the right to ask the government to fix 

problems.

2nd Amendment
The right of the people to keep and bear 

arms.

3rd Amendment
The government cannot make people 

house soldiers in their homes in 
peacetime.

4th Amendment
Protection from unreasonable searches 

and seizures. Police usually need a 
warrant from a judge.

5th Amendment
Rights of people accused of crimes: no 
trial twice for the same crime, no being 

forced to speak against yourself, and fair 
treatment under the law (due process).

6th Amendment
The right to a speedy, public trial by a 

fair jury, to know the charges and to have 
a lawyer.

7th Amendment
The right to a jury trial in many 

disagreements about money or property.

8th Amendment
No unfairly high bail or fines, and no 

cruel and unusual punishment.

9th Amendment
People have other rights, even if they are 

not listed in the Constitution.

10th Amendment
Powers not given to the national 

government belong to the states or to 
the people.
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