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Writing the Constitution
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Stronger Plan
After the Revolution, the states were held together by the Articles 
of Confederation. This plan kept the national government weak on 
purpose. Congress could not collect taxes, there was no president 
to carry out laws and no national court. 

Problems grew. Congress could not pay its debts, and in 1786 
angry farmers in Massachusetts rebelled while the national 
government looked on.

In May 1787 delegates met in Philadelphia. George Washington 
led the meeting, and James Madison took careful notes and 
shaped many ideas, so he is called the Father of the Constitution. 
They wrote a whole new plan with three branches, and on 
September 17, 1787, thirty-nine delegates signed it.

Nine states had to approve it, and they did by June 1788. With 27 
amendments, it is still the plan of our government today.

1. What was a problem with the Articles of Confederation?

Congress could not collect taxes the president had too much power

there were too many courts

2. Who is called the Father of the Constitution?

George Washington James Madison John Hancock

3. How many states had to approve it? 13 5 9

4. Why did the delegates write a new plan instead of keeping the Articles?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Writing the Constitution
Answers with evidence from the passage.

A Stronger Plan
After the Revolution, the states were held together by the Articles 
of Confederation. This plan kept the national government weak on 
purpose. Congress could not collect taxes, there was no president 
to carry out laws and no national court. 

Problems grew. Congress could not pay its debts, and in 1786 
angry farmers in Massachusetts rebelled while the national 
government looked on.

In May 1787 delegates met in Philadelphia. George Washington 
led the meeting, and James Madison took careful notes and 
shaped many ideas, so he is called the Father of the Constitution. 
They wrote a whole new plan with three branches, and on 
September 17, 1787, thirty-nine delegates signed it.

Nine states had to approve it, and they did by June 1788. With 27 
amendments, it is still the plan of our government today.

1. What was a problem with the Articles of Confederation?

Congress could not collect taxes the president had too much power

there were too many courts

2. Who is called the Father of the Constitution?

George Washington James Madison John Hancock

3. How many states had to approve it? 13 5 9

4. Why did the delegates write a new plan instead of keeping the Articles?

The Articles made the national government too weak: it could not tax, pay 
debts or enforce laws, so they needed a stronger plan.
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