
Name Date

From the Articles to the Constitution
Write the letter of each event beside its date.

Events

A. New Hampshire becomes the ninth state 
to approve it, so it becomes law.

B. Shays' Rebellion: farmers in 
Massachusetts rise up, and the weak 
national government cannot help.

C. The Bill of Rights is added. D. The Articles of Confederation, the first 
plan of government, take effect.

E. Thirty-nine delegates sign the 
Constitution.

F. George Washington becomes the first 
president.

G. Delegates meet in Philadelphia for the 
Constitutional Convention.

1781

1786–1787

May 1787

September 17, 1787

June 21, 1788

April 30, 1789

December 15, 1791
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

From the Articles to the Constitution
Each event beside its date.

Events

A. New Hampshire becomes the ninth state 
to approve it, so it becomes law.

B. Shays' Rebellion: farmers in 
Massachusetts rise up, and the weak 
national government cannot help.

C. The Bill of Rights is added. D. The Articles of Confederation, the first 
plan of government, take effect.

E. Thirty-nine delegates sign the 
Constitution.

F. George Washington becomes the first 
president.

G. Delegates meet in Philadelphia for the 
Constitutional Convention.

1781
D The Articles of Confederation, the first plan of government, 

take effect.

1786–1787
B Shays' Rebellion: farmers in Massachusetts rise up, and the 

weak national government cannot help.

May 1787
G Delegates meet in Philadelphia for the Constitutional 

Convention.

September 17, 1787
E Thirty-nine delegates sign the Constitution.

June 21, 1788
A New Hampshire becomes the ninth state to approve it, so it 

becomes law.

April 30, 1789
F George Washington becomes the first president.

December 15, 1791
C The Bill of Rights is added.
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