
Name Date

The Declaration of Independence
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Letter to the World
By the summer of 1776, the colonies had been at war with 
Britain for more than a year. Delegates from all 13 colonies met 
in Philadelphia as the Second Continental Congress. They 
decided it was time to break away completely.

Congress chose five men to write a declaration: Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and 
Robert Livingston. Jefferson, who was 33, wrote the first draft. 
The others suggested changes, and Congress made more.

On July 2, Congress voted for independence. On July 4, 1776, it 
adopted the final wording. Most of the 56 signers signed a clean 
copy on August 2. John Hancock, the president of Congress, 
signed first, in large letters.

The Declaration explained to the world why the colonies were 
breaking away. Its most famous idea is that people have rights 
no government can take away, and that governments get their 
power from the people.

1. Who wrote the first draft?

John Hancock Thomas Jefferson George Washington

2. Where did Congress meet? Philadelphia Boston New York

3. What happened on July 4, 1776?

the war ended most delegates signed Congress adopted the final wording

4. Why did the colonies write a declaration instead of just fighting?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Declaration of Independence
Answers with evidence from the passage.

A Letter to the World
By the summer of 1776, the colonies had been at war with 
Britain for more than a year. Delegates from all 13 colonies met 
in Philadelphia as the Second Continental Congress. They 
decided it was time to break away completely.

Congress chose five men to write a declaration: Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and 
Robert Livingston. Jefferson, who was 33, wrote the first draft. 
The others suggested changes, and Congress made more.

On July 2, Congress voted for independence. On July 4, 1776, it 
adopted the final wording. Most of the 56 signers signed a clean 
copy on August 2. John Hancock, the president of Congress, 
signed first, in large letters.

The Declaration explained to the world why the colonies were 
breaking away. Its most famous idea is that people have rights 
no government can take away, and that governments get their 
power from the people.

1. Who wrote the first draft?

John Hancock Thomas Jefferson George Washington

2. Where did Congress meet? Philadelphia Boston New York

3. What happened on July 4, 1776?

the war ended most delegates signed Congress adopted the final wording

4. Why did the colonies write a declaration instead of just fighting?

To explain their reasons to the world and win support, and to state the 
ideas their new nation stood for.
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