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What Do the Famous Words Mean?
Draw a line from each phrase to its meaning. (The capital letters and spelling are as 
written in 1776.)

“When in the Course of human 
events …”

the right to live, to be free and to 
seek a good life

“… all men are created equal …” the colonies now rule themselves

“… Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

Sometimes in history …

“… the consent of the governed …”
the agreement of the people a 

government rules

“… Free and Independent States 
…”

every person is born with the same 
worth and rights
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

What Do the Famous Words Mean?
Each phrase matched.

“When in the Course of human 
events …”

the right to live, to be free and to 
seek a good life

“… all men are created equal …” the colonies now rule themselves

“… Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

Sometimes in history …

“… the consent of the governed …”
the agreement of the people a 

government rules

“… Free and Independent States 
…”

every person is born with the same 
worth and rights
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