
Name Date

Read the Source: “We Hold These Truths”
Read this sentence from the Declaration of Independence (spelling and capital letters as 
written in 1776). Then answer the questions.

From the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed …”

Words to know: self-evident: so clear it needs no proof. endowed: given. 
unalienable: cannot be taken away. instituted: set up. consent of the governed: 
the agreement of the people.

1. Name the three rights the excerpt lists.

2. According to the excerpt, why are governments set up?

to collect taxes to secure (protect) people's rights to serve the king

3. Where does a government get its “just powers”?

from the consent of the governed from the army from Britain

4. In 1776, which groups were not treated as equal, even though the Declaration 
says “all men are created equal”?

5. Why do you think these words still matter today?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Read the Source: “We Hold These Truths”
Answers about the excerpt.

From the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed …”

Words to know: self-evident: so clear it needs no proof. endowed: given. 
unalienable: cannot be taken away. instituted: set up. consent of the governed: 
the agreement of the people.

1. Name the three rights the excerpt lists.

Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

2. According to the excerpt, why are governments set up?

to collect taxes to secure (protect) people's rights to serve the king

3. Where does a government get its “just powers”?

from the consent of the governed from the army from Britain

4. In 1776, which groups were not treated as equal, even though the Declaration 
says “all men are created equal”?

Enslaved people, who had no freedom; women, who could not vote; and 
Native peoples, whose lands were taken. Free men without property often 
could not vote either.

5. Why do you think these words still matter today?

Everyone has rights, and government needs the people's agreement. 
People still use these words to argue for equal rights.
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