Name Date

Nature's Recyclers

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

L.

Where Do the Leaves Go?

Every fall, a big oak tree drops thousands of leaves. Yet the forest
floor is not buried under a mountain of old leaves. Where do they
go?

Decomposers eat them. Fungi such as mushrooms send thin
threads into dead leaves and wood. Bacteria, too small to see,
break down dead matter everywhere. Earthworms pull leaves into
the soil and eat them along with bits of dirt.

As decomposers feed, they break dead plants and animals into
simple nutrients and gases. The nutrients go into the soil, and
roots take them up to help new plants grow. Without
decomposers, dead matter would pile up, and the soil would run
out of the nutrients plants need.

Which is a decomposer? an owl ) ( a mushroom

What do decomposers return to the soil?

nutrients sunlight plastic

What would happen without decomposers?

plants would grow faster dead matter would pile up

nothing would change

Explain how a fallen leaf can help a new plant grow.

an oak tree
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Nature's Recyclers

Answers with evidence from the passage.

Where Do the Leaves Go?

Every fall, a big oak tree drops thousands of leaves. Yet the forest
floor is not buried under a mountain of old leaves. Where do they
go?

Decomposers eat them. Fungi such as mushrooms send thin
threads into dead leaves and wood. Bacteria, too small to see,
break down dead matter everywhere. Earthworms pull leaves into
the soil and eat them along with bits of dirt.

As decomposers feed, they break dead plants and animals into
simple nutrients and gases. The nutrients go into the soil, and
roots take them up to help new plants grow. Without
decomposers, dead matter would pile up, and the soil would run
out of the nutrients plants need.

1.  Which is a decomposer? an owl ) (a mushroom ) ("an oak tree

2. What do decomposers return to the soil?

sunlight plastic

3. What would happen without decomposers?

plants would grow faster (dead matter would pile up)

nothing would change

L. Explain how a fallen leaf can help a new plant grow.

Decomposers break the leaf into nutrients that go into the soil. A new
plant's roots take up the nutrients.

everyworksheet.com



