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Dividing Fractions
Two kinds of division with unit fractions. Check each one by multiplying.

A unit fraction ÷ a whole number
1
3

 ÷ 4: share one third equally among 4. Cut every third into 4 parts. Each part is 1
12

 

of the whole bar.

1
3

÷ 4 =
1

12
Check:

1
12

× 4 =
4

12
=

1
3

A whole number ÷ a unit fraction

4 ÷ 1
5

: how many fifths are in 4 wholes? Each whole has 5 fifths, so 4 wholes have 20 

fifths.

4 ÷
1
5

= 20 Check: 20 ×
1
5

=
20
5

= 4

On a number line: 2 ÷ 1
4

0 1 2

8 jumps of 1
4

 reach 2, so 2 ÷ 1
4

 = 8.

Quick rules

1
b

÷ n =
1

b × n
n ÷

1
b

= n × b

Sharing a piece makes smaller pieces. Every whole holds b of them.
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