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Build an Ecosystem in a Jar
Build a small closed ecosystem and observe it for two weeks.

WHAT TO DO

1. Put small pebbles, then soil, in a clear jar with a lid.
2. Plant two or three small plants and add some moss and a few dead leaves.
3. Water lightly and close the lid. Keep it in bright light, but not direct sun.

DAY 1

Draw your ecosystem.

DAY 14

Draw it again.

PRODUCERS AND DECOMPOSERS

Which living things are producers? Which 
are decomposers?

WATER

Where did you see water on the jar? 
Where did it come from?

MATTER

Nothing was added to the closed jar. How 
do the plants keep getting what they 
need?
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