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Roles in an Ecosystem
An ecosystem is all the living things in a place and the nonliving things they need: 
sunlight, air, water and soil.

Producers
Plants and algae make their own food 
from sunlight, air and water. They are 

the start of every food chain.

Consumers
Animals eat other living things for energy 

and matter. Herbivores eat plants, 
carnivores eat animals, and omnivores 

eat both.

Decomposers
Fungi, bacteria and some worms break 
down dead plants, animals and wastes, 

returning nutrients to the soil.

The environment
Soil, air and water hold the matter that 
cycles through the ecosystem again and 

again.
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