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What Is an Exponent?
Read the steps and the example. Then try the problems.

1 The base
The big number is the base: 
the number being 
multiplied.

2 The exponent
The small raised number 
says how many times the 
base is a factor.

3 Find the value
Multiply. 4³ = 4 × 4 × 4 = 
64, not 4 × 3.

Example

43 = 4 × 4 × 4 = Say 4³ as "four to the third power" or "four 
cubed." Say 5² as "five squared."

Your turn

1. 36 = 2. 24 =

3. 33 = 4. 26 =

5. 35 = 6. 83 =

7. 92 = 8. 25 =

9. 54 = 10. 112 =
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

What Is an Exponent?
The example and every practice problem, worked.

1 The base
The big number is the base: 
the number being 
multiplied.

2 The exponent
The small raised number 
says how many times the 
base is a factor.

3 Find the value
Multiply. 4³ = 4 × 4 × 4 = 
64, not 4 × 3.

Example

43 = 4 × 4 × 4 = Say 4³ as "four to the third power" or "four 
cubed." Say 5² as "five squared."

Your turn

1. 36 = 2. 24 =

3. 33 = 4. 26 =

5. 35 = 6. 83 =

7. 92 = 8. 25 =

9. 54 = 10. 112 =
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