Name Date

Fix Up Cedar Park

Read the letter to the editor. Look for facts and opinions.

Level 1 - 382 words

Dear Editor,

T My name is Lucia Moreno, and I am a fifth grader at Maple Hill Elementary School. I am
writing about Cedar Park, the park on Willow Street. I have played there since I was
four years old, and now my little brother plays there, too. I believe Cedar Park badly
needs to be fixed up, and I think our town should make it a top priority this year.

2 Cedar Park is the oldest park in our town. It opened in 1962, and its playground was
built in 1995. Today, two of the four swings have broken seats, and the bottom of the
tall slide has a crack. My friends and I counted 31 kids playing there last Saturday
morning. It is the most important place in our neighborhood.

3 Many people use Cedar Park. Our soccer team practices on its field every Tuesday after
school. Older neighbors walk the path around the pond each morning, and families have
picnics under the pavilion on weekends.

4 The worst problem is the lack of shade. There are no trees near the playground, so the
sun beats down on it all afternoon. On sunny summer days, a metal slide can get hot
enough to burn skin. Trees give shade, and shade helps keep the ground and play
equipment cooler. A few shade trees would make the park a much more pleasant place
to play.

5 Some people say that fixing an old park is a waste of money. I disagree. According to the
town’s website, the town council will decide how to spend its parks money at a meeting
on April 12. That meeting is open to the public, and anyone may speak. I hope many
families come and speak up for Cedar Park.

6 I know the town has many needs and only so much money. Still, fixing Cedar Park would
be the smartest way to spend that money. New swing seats, a repaired slide, and a few
trees would turn a tired playground into a safe and shady one. A park like that would
bring families together, and that is good for everyone. In my opinion, a town is only as
good as its parks.

7 Please help us make Cedar Park a place where every kid wants to play. Thank you for
reading my letter.

Sincerely, Lucia Moreno, Grade 5
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Name Date

Fix Up Cedar Park: Questions

Answer the questions. Look back at the letter.

@ Which sentence from paragraph 2 is an opinion?
a. Itisthe most important place in our neighborhood.

b. Cedar Park is the oldest park in our town.
c. My friends and I counted 31 kids playing there last Saturday morning.

@ How could a reader check that two of the four swings have broken seats?

a. look in a dictionary b. ask the editor c. visit the park and look

In paragraph U4, the sentence “The worst problem is the lack of true false
shade” is a fact.

)

Which fact best supports Lucia’s opinion that the park needs shade trees?

O,

a. A few shade trees would make the park a much more pleasant place to play.
b. On sunny summer days, a metal slide can get hot enough to burn skin.
c. There are four swings on the playground, and two have broken seats.

Lucia supports her opinions with facts that readers can check. true false

ONC,

Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “nice and enjoyable.”

@ Lucia writes, “Fixing Cedar Park would be the smartest way to spend that money.” Is this
a fact or an opinion? Explain how you know.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Fix Up Cedar Park: Questions

Answer the questions. Look back at the letter.

®

@

O,
O,

®
©®

Which sentence from paragraph 2 is an opinion?

(a. Itis the most important place in our neighborhood.)
b. Cedar Park is the oldest park in our town.
c. My friends and I counted 31 kids playing there last Saturday morning.

How could a reader check that two of the four swings have broken seats?

a. look in a dictionary b. ask the editor  (c. visit the park and look)

In paragraph U4, the sentence “The worst problem is the lack of true .false
shade” is a fact. -

Which fact best supports Lucia’s opinion that the park needs shade trees?
a. A few shade trees would make the park a much more pleasant place to play.

(b. On sunny summer days, a metal slide can get hot enough to burn skin.)
c. There are four swings on the playground, and two have broken seats.

Lucia supports her opinions with facts that readers can check. false

Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “nice and enjoyable.”

pleasant

Lucia writes, “Fixing Cedar Park would be the smartest way to spend that money.” Is this
a fact or an opinion? Explain how you know.

It is an opinion. The word smartest is a judgment, and people could disagree about

the best way to spend the money.
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