Name Date

Read the Source: The First Amendment

Read the First Amendment (as written in 1789 and ratified in 1791). Then answer the
questions.

The First Amendment

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Words to know: establishment of religion: an official government religion.
abridging: cutting short or limiting. peaceably: peacefully. petition: ask
formally. redress of grievances: fixing wrongs.

1. List the five freedoms the First Amendment protects.

2. Whose power does it limit?

the people's Congress's (the government's) the states' only

3. “Peaceably to assemble” means ...

to gather peacefully to build something to vote

L. Why do you think these five freedoms matter so much in a democracy?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Read the Source: The First Amendment

Answers about the amendment.

The First Amendment

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Words to know: establishment of religion: an official government religion.
abridging: cutting short or limiting. peaceably: peacefully. petition: ask
formally. redress of grievances: fixing wrongs.

1. List the five freedoms the First Amendment protects.

religion, speech, press, assembly (gathering peacefully) and petition.

2. Whose power does it limit?

the people's (Congress's (the government's)) the states' only

3. “Peaceably to assemble” means ...

(to gather peacefully) to build something to vote

L. Why do you think these five freedoms matter so much in a democracy?

They are the freedoms people need to speak up, share news and change the
government peacefully, which the colonists had fought for.
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