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Read the Source: The Fourth Amendment
Read the beginning of the Fourth Amendment. Then answer the questions.

The Fourth Amendment (beginning)
“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, 
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause …”

Words to know: secure: safe. effects: belongings. seizure: taking something 
away. warrant: a paper from a judge that allows a search. probable cause: a 
good reason, based on facts.

1. What does the amendment protect people from?

unreasonable searches and seizures high taxes losing elections

2. Who gives a warrant? a neighbor the President a judge

3. What must there be before a warrant is given?

a vote probable cause a jury

4. Why might the colonists have wanted this protection? (Hint: British officials used 
general search papers.)
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Read the Source: The Fourth Amendment
Answers about the amendment.

The Fourth Amendment (beginning)
“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, 
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause …”

Words to know: secure: safe. effects: belongings. seizure: taking something 
away. warrant: a paper from a judge that allows a search. probable cause: a 
good reason, based on facts.

1. What does the amendment protect people from?

unreasonable searches and seizures high taxes losing elections

2. Who gives a warrant? a neighbor the President a judge

3. What must there be before a warrant is given?

a vote probable cause a jury

4. Why might the colonists have wanted this protection? (Hint: British officials used 
general search papers.)

British officials could search homes and ships without a specific reason, so 
the colonists wanted searches to need a judge's warrant based on facts.
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