Name Date

Big States, Small States

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

How Many Votes for Each State?

Big states such as Virginia wanted each state's number of lawmakers to depend
on its population. Small states such as New Jersey wanted every state to have
the same number. The argument almost broke up the convention.

Roger Sherman of Connecticut helped settle it. Congress would have two parts.
In the House of Representatives, states with more people get more members. In
the Senate, every state gets two senators. This is called the Great Compromise.

Another deal was about slavery. Southern delegates wanted enslaved people
counted as part of their population, which would give their states more
representatives, even though enslaved people had no rights and could not vote.
Northern delegates objected. They agreed to count three of every five enslaved
people. This Three-Fifths Compromise gave slaveholding states extra power in
Congress for decades.

1. How many senators does each state get?

it depends on population two one

2. Inthe House, states with more people get ...

more members fewer members the same number

3. Who gained power from the Three-Fifths Compromise?

enslaved people small states slaveholding states

L. Why is it called a compromise? Use the Great Compromise as an example.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Big States, Small States

Answers with evidence from the passage.

How Many Votes for Each State?

Big states such as Virginia wanted each state's number of lawmakers to depend
on its population. Small states such as New Jersey wanted every state to have
the same number. The argument almost broke up the convention.

Roger Sherman of Connecticut helped settle it. Congress would have two parts.
In the House of Representatives, states with more people get more members. In
the Senate, every state gets two senators. This is called the Great Compromise.

Another deal was about slavery. Southern delegates wanted enslaved people
counted as part of their population, which would give their states more
representatives, even though enslaved people had no rights and could not vote.
Northern delegates objected. They agreed to count three of every five enslaved
people. This Three-Fifths Compromise gave slaveholding states extra power in
Congress for decades.

1. How many senators does each state get?

it depends on population two one

2. Inthe House, states with more people get ...

(more member‘s) fewer members the same number

3. Who gained power from the Three-Fifths Compromise?

enslaved people small states (slaveholding states)

L. Why is it called a compromise? Use the Great Compromise as an example.

Each side gave up something: big states got the House by population and
small states got equal votes in the Senate.
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