
Name Date

A School Day in Haiku
Read the haiku in order. Each one is a moment from the same day. Level 1 · 116 words

1 Alarm, then darkness.
I find one sock, then the next,
and the bus honks twice.

2 The bus window fogs.
I draw a face with my thumb.
It drips, then it frowns.

3 Reading time. The room
is so still I hear pages
turn like soft footsteps.

4 Recess: the swings creak,
and for ten minutes we fly
up past the oak tree.

5 Lunch trade: my apple
for half of Maya’s cookie.
Best deal of the week.

6 Math test. The clock ticks.
My pencil taps, then I know
the answer. Yes! Twelve.

7 Last bell: the hallway
fills with a river of coats,
backpacks, and loud shoes.

8 Walking home, I hear
my name from the open door.
Dinner is ready.
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Name Date

A School Day in Haiku: Questions
Answer the questions about the haiku.

1 What ties these eight haiku together?

a. eight different students

b. one school day, in order

c. the four seasons

2 In haiku 1, the speaker is in a hurry. true false

3 In haiku 3, pages “turn like soft footsteps.” What does this simile show?

a. The pages are torn.

b. Someone is walking in.

c. The room is very quiet.

4 In haiku 4, what does “for ten minutes we fly” mean?

We ride a plane. We swing high. We run fast.

5 Which word in haiku 4 is an example of onomatopoeia? swings fly creak

6 In haiku 7, the hallway fills “with a river of coats.” What does this metaphor show?

a. Many kids move out together.

b. Water floods the hallway.

c. Coats hang on the hooks.

7 The day ends at home in haiku 8. Why do you think the poet ended there? Use a detail 
from the haiku.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

A School Day in Haiku: Questions
Answer the questions about the haiku.

1 What ties these eight haiku together?

a. eight different students

b. one school day, in order

c. the four seasons

2 In haiku 1, the speaker is in a hurry. true false

3 In haiku 3, pages “turn like soft footsteps.” What does this simile show?

a. The pages are torn.

b. Someone is walking in.

c. The room is very quiet.

4 In haiku 4, what does “for ten minutes we fly” mean?

We ride a plane. We swing high. We run fast.

5 Which word in haiku 4 is an example of onomatopoeia? swings fly creak

6 In haiku 7, the hallway fills “with a river of coats.” What does this metaphor show?

a. Many kids move out together.

b. Water floods the hallway.

c. Coats hang on the hooks.

7 The day ends at home in haiku 8. Why do you think the poet ended there? Use a detail 
from the haiku.

The busy day ends in a calm, safe place. Someone calls the speaker’s name from

the open door, and dinner is ready.
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