
Name Date

A Year in Haiku
Read each haiku slowly. Picture the moment it shows. Level 1 · 121 words

1 Mud on my rain boots,
the first green tips of tulips
push up through the cold.

2 Puddles in the park:
a small boy stomps in each one.
Mom sighs, then joins him.

3 Hot sand, then cool waves.
My little brother shrieks, laughs,
and runs back for more.

4 Night on the back porch:
the sprinkler ticks, then whispers.
Wet grass, cool and dark.

5 Rake, pile, jump, repeat.
The maple tree keeps dropping
new leaves in my hair.

6 Geese in a long V
call goodbye above the school.
We wave from the field.

7 The pond is frozen.
A dog slides, spins, and sits down,
puzzled by the ice.

8 Snow day! The street sleeps
under a thick wool blanket.
No cars. Just one sled.
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Name Date

A Year in Haiku: Questions
Answer the questions about the haiku.

1 How is this set of haiku organized?

a. by time of day b. from short to long c. by season, two for each

2 How many syllables are in the second line of each haiku? 5 7 6

3 In haiku 3, the little brother is afraid of the waves. true false

4 In haiku 5, why does the speaker say “Rake, pile, jump, repeat”?

a. to show a fun pattern

b. to give raking rules

c. to show being bored

5 Which word in haiku 4 is an example of onomatopoeia? porch ticks grass

6 In haiku 8, the street “sleeps / under a thick wool blanket.” What is the blanket?

a dark night a real quilt deep snow

7 In haiku 7, find a word that means “confused.”

8 Each haiku catches one small moment. Which one can you picture best? Quote it and tell 
what you see.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

A Year in Haiku: Questions
Answer the questions about the haiku.

1 How is this set of haiku organized?

a. by time of day b. from short to long c. by season, two for each

2 How many syllables are in the second line of each haiku? 5 7 6

3 In haiku 3, the little brother is afraid of the waves. true false

4 In haiku 5, why does the speaker say “Rake, pile, jump, repeat”?

a. to show a fun pattern

b. to give raking rules

c. to show being bored

5 Which word in haiku 4 is an example of onomatopoeia? porch ticks grass

6 In haiku 8, the street “sleeps / under a thick wool blanket.” What is the blanket?

a dark night a real quilt deep snow

7 In haiku 7, find a word that means “confused.”

puzzled

8 Each haiku catches one small moment. Which one can you picture best? Quote it and tell 
what you see.

Haiku 2: “a small boy stomps in each one. / Mom sighs, then joins him.” I can see a

boy splashing and his mom giving up and splashing, too.
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