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Fix the Haiku
Find the line that breaks the 5-7-5 pattern. Rewrite it.

Each haiku has one line with the wrong number of syllables. Count every line. 
Then rewrite the broken line so the poem is 5-7-5. Add or cut words, or choose a 
shorter or longer word.

Too long: Big gray storm clouds roll in (6) → Gray storm clouds roll in (5)

1
Early in the morning fog
hides the tops of the tall pines.
Then the sun wins out.

2
A monarch lands soft
on my grandma’s coat.
She holds very still.

3
The tent roof sags low.
We listen to rain tapping
until we fall asleep at last.

4
Cold lemonade
sweats in the sun on the steps.
Ice cubes clink and melt.

5
Backyard at midnight:
a raccoon tips over the trash can.
Then, silence again.
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Rewritten lines will vary. One example is shown.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Fix the Haiku
Find the line that breaks the 5-7-5 pattern. Rewrite it.

Each haiku has one line with the wrong number of syllables. Count every line. 
Then rewrite the broken line so the poem is 5-7-5. Add or cut words, or choose a 
shorter or longer word.

Too long: Big gray storm clouds roll in (6) → Gray storm clouds roll in (5)

1
Early in the morning fog
hides the tops of the tall pines.
Then the sun wins out.

Line 1 has 7, not 5: Early morning fog

2
A monarch lands soft
on my grandma’s coat.
She holds very still.

Line 2 has 5, not 7: on my grandma’s purple coat.

3
The tent roof sags low.
We listen to rain tapping
until we fall asleep at last.

Line 3 has 8, not 5: and we fall asleep.

4
Cold lemonade
sweats in the sun on the steps.
Ice cubes clink and melt.

Line 1 has 4, not 5: A cold lemonade

5
Backyard at midnight:
a raccoon tips over the trash can.
Then, silence again.

Line 2 has 9, not 7: a raccoon tips the trash can.

everyworksheet.com


