Name

Date

Is It a Haiku?

Count the syllables in each line. Then write yes or no.

Write the number of syllables on the blank before each line. A poem is a haiku only if its

lines have 5, 7, and 5 syllables.

A spider’s new web

@ holds a hundred drops of rain

like a glass necklace.

Is it a haiku?

Wind across the wheat:

@ stalks bow low, then rise again

like a wave of gold.

Is it a haiku?

Warm bread in the shop.

@ The bell on the door jingles.

The street smells like sugar.

Is it a haiku?

A crow on the fence

@ calls to another crow.

Two black notes, one song.

Is it a haiku?

Wet sneakers by the door

drip in a silver puddle.
Rain all afternoon.

Is it a haiku?

Bright kites on the hill
tug and tug and tug like puppies.
Who walks whom today?

Is it a haiku?

Moths circle the lamp.

@ My little sister counts them

and loses her place.

Is it a haiku?

A snowflake lands on

my black mitten. I lean close.
It melts as I look.

Is it a haiku?
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Answer key

Is It a Haiku?

Count the syllables in each line. Then write yes or no.

For the teacher or parent

Write the number of syllables on the blank before each line. A poem is a haiku only if its

lines have 5, 7, and 5 syllables.

5 A spider’s new web
@ 7 holds a hundred drops of rain
5 like a glass necklace.

Is it a haiku? yes

5 Wind across the wheat:

@ 7 stalks bow low, then rise again

5 like a wave of gold.

Is it a haiku? yes

5 Warm bread in the shop.
@ 7 The bell on the door jingles.

6 The street smells like sugar.

Is it a haiku? no

5 A crow on the fence

@ 6 calls to another crow.

5 Two black notes, one song.

Is it a haiku? no

6 Wet sneakers by the door
7 dripin a silver puddle.

5 Rain all afternoon.

Is it a haiku? no

5 Bright kites on the hill
8 tug and tug and tug like puppies.

5 Who walks whom today?

Is it a haiku? no

5 Moths circle the lamp.
7 My little sister counts them

5 and loses her place.

Is it a haiku? yes

5 A snowflake lands on

7 my black mitten. I lean close.
5 It meltsasI look.

Is it a haiku? yes
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