
Name Date

What Is a Haiku?
A chart to read together and keep.

A haiku (HY-koo) is a short poem that began in Japan. It has three 
lines and a 5-7-5 pattern of syllables. A haiku paints one small picture, 
often from nature or a season.

Three Lines
short and simple

• A haiku has just three lines.
• It does not need to rhyme or have a 

title.

5-7-5 Syllables
count the beats in each line

Line 1: 5 syllables
Line 2: 7 syllables
Line 3: 5 syllables
Clap them: ro-bin has 2.

A Nature Image
often a season or the weather

Most haiku show something from 
nature: a bird, the snow, the wind, a 
pond. A season word like spring rain 
tells the time of year.

A Moment Noticed
like a photo in words

A haiku catches one small moment. It 
shows what you notice and lets the 
reader feel it, instead of telling a 
feeling.

Example: Spring
5, 7, 5

A robin tugs hard (5)
at a worm that will not quit. (7)
Both lean back. Spring rain. (5)

Example: Winter
5, 7, 5

Snow on the dark porch: (5)
one set of small paw prints leads (7)
to the cat’s warm bowl. (5)

Try it

Count the syllables in your full name. Then write a 5-syllable line about 
today’s weather.
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