
Name Date

How to Add and Subtract Decimals
Read the steps and the example. Then try the problems.

1 Line up the points
Write the numbers so the 
decimal points are in one 
column.

2 Fill empty places
Write zeros so both 
numbers have the same 
number of places: 5.6 is 
5.60.

3 Add or subtract
Work from the right, 
regrouping as with whole 
numbers. Bring the point 
straight down.

Example

5 8 1.

− 5 8 5.

.

0

Lining up the points lines up the places: tenths under tenths, 
hundredths under hundredths.

Your turn

1.

5 8 6 7.

+ 1 3 0 5.

.

2.

5 6 8 7.

− 2 9 2.

.

3.

1 6.

+ 3 0 5 5.

.

4.

2 9 3.

− 2 2 5 9.

.

5.

1 6 9.

+ 2 9 7.

.

6.

4 3 3.

− 2 5 9.

.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How to Add and Subtract Decimals
The example and every practice problem, worked.

1 Line up the points
Write the numbers so the 
decimal points are in one 
column.

2 Fill empty places
Write zeros so both 
numbers have the same 
number of places: 5.6 is 
5.60.

3 Add or subtract
Work from the right, 
regrouping as with whole 
numbers. Bring the point 
straight down.

Example

5 8 1.

− 5 8 5.

.

0

Lining up the points lines up the places: tenths under tenths, 
hundredths under hundredths.

Your turn

1.

5 8 6 7.

+ 1 3 0 5.

.

2.

5 6 8 7.

− 2 9 2.

.

0

3.

1 6.

+ 3 0 5 5.

.

0

4.

2 9 3.

− 2 2 5 9.

.

0

5.

1 6 9.

+ 2 9 7.

.

6.

4 3 3.

− 2 5 9.

.
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