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Jamestown, 1607
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The First Lasting English Colony
In 1607 about 100 English men and boys sailed up a river in Virginia and built a fort 
they named Jamestown. A company in London had paid for the trip, hoping the 
settlers would find gold.

The land already belonged to the Powhatan people, a union of about 30 Native 
nations led by a paramount chief called Powhatan. Sometimes the Powhatan traded 
corn to the colonists. At other times the two sides fought, especially as the English 
took more land.

The first years were terrible. During the “starving time” of 1609 to 1610, most of the 
colonists died. Things changed when John Rolfe began growing tobacco to sell in 
England. Tobacco made money, so more settlers came and took more Powhatan land.

In 1619 two big events happened. Colonists elected the House of Burgesses, the first 
elected lawmaking group in the English colonies. And about 20 Africans, captured 
and forced onto a ship, were brought to Virginia. Slavery in the English colonies grew 
from there.

1. Why did the company send settlers?

to find gold and make money to meet the Powhatan to escape a war

2. Which crop helped Jamestown make money?

cotton tobacco wheat

3. What was the House of Burgesses?

a fort a church an elected lawmaking group

4. How did growing tobacco affect the Powhatan people and Africans?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Jamestown, 1607
Answers with evidence from the passage.

The First Lasting English Colony
In 1607 about 100 English men and boys sailed up a river in Virginia and built a fort 
they named Jamestown. A company in London had paid for the trip, hoping the 
settlers would find gold.

The land already belonged to the Powhatan people, a union of about 30 Native 
nations led by a paramount chief called Powhatan. Sometimes the Powhatan traded 
corn to the colonists. At other times the two sides fought, especially as the English 
took more land.

The first years were terrible. During the “starving time” of 1609 to 1610, most of the 
colonists died. Things changed when John Rolfe began growing tobacco to sell in 
England. Tobacco made money, so more settlers came and took more Powhatan land.

In 1619 two big events happened. Colonists elected the House of Burgesses, the first 
elected lawmaking group in the English colonies. And about 20 Africans, captured 
and forced onto a ship, were brought to Virginia. Slavery in the English colonies grew 
from there.

1. Why did the company send settlers?

to find gold and make money to meet the Powhatan to escape a war

2. Which crop helped Jamestown make money?

cotton tobacco wheat

3. What was the House of Burgesses?

a fort a church an elected lawmaking group

4. How did growing tobacco affect the Powhatan people and Africans?

Colonists took more Powhatan land to grow tobacco, and planters forced 
enslaved Africans to do the work.
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