
Name Date

The Corps of Discovery
President Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the West and 
look for a water route to the Pacific. They set out in 1804.

May 1804 The Corps of Discovery sets out up the Missouri River from 
near St. Louis.

Winter 1804–
1805

They stay near Mandan and Hidatsa villages. Sacagawea 
and Toussaint Charbonneau join.

August 1805 They meet the Shoshone. Sacagawea's brother, a 
Shoshone leader, trades them horses.

September 1805 Starving after crossing the Bitterroot Mountains, they are 
fed and helped by the Nez Perce.

November 1805 They reach the Pacific Ocean. Next they build Fort Clatsop 
for the winter.

September 1806 They return to St. Louis after about 8,000 miles.
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