
Name Date

What Is a Limerick?
A chart to read together and keep.

A limerick is a short, funny poem with five lines. Lines 1, 2, and 5 
rhyme, and lines 3 and 4 rhyme. This is called an AABBA rhyme scheme.

Five Lines
three long, two short

• Lines 1, 2, and 5 are long, with three 
strong beats.

• Lines 3 and 4 are short, with two 
strong beats.

AABBA Rhyme
same letter, same rhyme

• A lines end with one rhyme: guitars, 
cars, Mars.

• B lines end with a new rhyme: three, 
tree.

A Bouncy Beat
da-da-DUM, da-da-DUM

a GOAT who was FOND of guiTARS
(three beats)
he PLAYED until THREE
(two beats)

A Funny Twist
save the joke for the end

The last line brings a surprise, a silly 
ending, or a joke. Limericks are meant 
to make people smile.

Example
A goat who was fond of guitars A
would strum on the roofs of parked cars. A
He played until three, B
then sang to a tree, B
and now he gives concerts on Mars. A

Tips for Writing
start with an easy rhyme

• End line 1 with a word that has many 
rhymes, like day, cat, or bee.

• Clap the beats as you read each line 
aloud.

Try it

List five words that rhyme with day. Could one of them be the funny last 
word of a limerick?
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