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The Louisiana Purchase
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Very Big Deal
In 1803 the United States ended at the Mississippi River. Farmers in the West 
shipped their crops down the river to the port of New Orleans, which France 
controlled. President Thomas Jefferson sent officials to France to try to buy the 
city.

France's leader, Napoleon, surprised them. He needed money for a war in 
Europe, so he offered all of Louisiana, a huge area west of the Mississippi. The 
United States paid about $15 million. The purchase about doubled the size of 
the country.

But the land was not empty. Dozens of Native nations, such as the Osage, 
Lakota and Mandan, already lived there. The United States had bought France's 
claim to the land, not the land from the people who lived on it. Jefferson soon 
sent an expedition to explore it.

1. Why did Jefferson first want to buy New Orleans?

to control the port farmers used to build a capital to find gold

2. Why did Napoleon sell?

he needed money for a war he did not like the land he wanted to move

3. How did the purchase change the country?

it got smaller it about doubled in size it lost New Orleans

4. Who already lived on the land? Why does this matter?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Louisiana Purchase
Answers with evidence from the passage.

A Very Big Deal
In 1803 the United States ended at the Mississippi River. Farmers in the West 
shipped their crops down the river to the port of New Orleans, which France 
controlled. President Thomas Jefferson sent officials to France to try to buy the 
city.

France's leader, Napoleon, surprised them. He needed money for a war in 
Europe, so he offered all of Louisiana, a huge area west of the Mississippi. The 
United States paid about $15 million. The purchase about doubled the size of 
the country.

But the land was not empty. Dozens of Native nations, such as the Osage, 
Lakota and Mandan, already lived there. The United States had bought France's 
claim to the land, not the land from the people who lived on it. Jefferson soon 
sent an expedition to explore it.

1. Why did Jefferson first want to buy New Orleans?

to control the port farmers used to build a capital to find gold

2. Why did Napoleon sell?

he needed money for a war he did not like the land he wanted to move

3. How did the purchase change the country?

it got smaller it about doubled in size it lost New Orleans

4. Who already lived on the land? Why does this matter?

Many Native nations, like the Osage, Lakota and Mandan. The U.S. bought 
France's claim, but the land was their home, which led to conflicts later.
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