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Making Inferences
A chart to read together and keep.

An inference is a conclusion you reach by combining 
evidence from the text with what you already know. 
Authors leave clues; careful readers connect them.

1. Read the Clues
the text says

Kenji’s backpack thudded onto the 
floor. He went straight to his room 
without a word, and the door clicked 
shut. At dinner, he barely touched 
his favorite noodles.

2. Add What You Know
from your own life

• People who skip a favorite food are 
often upset or not feeling well.

• Shutting the door without talking 
can mean someone wants to be 
alone.

3. Make the Inference
evidence + knowledge

Something is bothering Kenji, and 
he wants to be alone.
I can infer this because the text says 
he went to his room “without a 
word” and “barely touched his 
favorite noodles.”

4. Test It
is it a strong inference?

• Do two or more clues support it?
• Does any detail go against it?
• Did the text already say it? Then it 

is a fact, not an inference.
• Can I quote the evidence?

Try it

The coach smiled, but her clipboard shook in her hand as the final race 
began. What can you infer? Quote your evidence.
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